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Minutes of Naas Municipal District Meeting 

held at 3.30 pm on Tuesday, 16 May 2017 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

 

Members Present:  Councillor F Brett (Mayor) 

    Councillors A Breen, D Callaghan, B Hillis, C Kelly 

    S O'Neill, S Moore, R Power and D Scully.  

  

Officials Present: Ms S Kavanagh (District Manager), Mr D Reel (Municipal 

District Engineer), Mr N Morrissey, Mr P Minnock 

(Directors of Service), Mr K Kavanagh, Mr L Dunne, Mr G 

Perry (Senior Executive Officers), Mr M Kenny (Senior 

Planner), Mr B Martin (Administrative Officer),  

Mr S Wallace (Senior Executive Parks Superintendent), 

Ms B Loughlin (Heritage Officer), Ms A Corbett (Senior 

Community Worker), Ms E Price (Meetings Administrator) 

and Ms K O’Malley (Meetings Secretary). 

 

 

The Mayor welcomed MOTE group to the meeting. 

 

NS01/0517 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 11 April 2017 

together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis and seconded by Councillor Breen that 

the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 11 April 2017, of the Naas Municipal 

District be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted.  
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NS02/0517 

McAuley Place Deputation 

The Mayor welcomed Ms Margharita Solon, Vice Chairperson of McAuley Place to 

the meeting.  Ms Solon introduced Mr Denis Mullins, Board Member and Ms Laura 

Bowen, Architect, to the members.  Ms Solon gave a presentation on McAuley Place 

Health Through Learning Centre and sought the support of the members in the 

completion of the centre.  Ms Solon informed the members that the Health Through 

Learning Centre is a lounge which is open to members of the community of Naas to 

meet and connect.  The members were informed that McAuley Place is seeking the 

support of the Naas Municipal District in the development of the project.   

 

Councillor Scully thanked Ms Solon for the presentation and acknowledged that 

McAuley Place is a fantastic facility.  He explained that others in the community are 

also looking for funding which is limited.  Councillor Scully queried the timeframe of 

when the funding is needed noting that the budget will not be considered until 

November.   

 

In response to Councillor Scully’s question, Ms Solon informed the members that it is 

hoped to complete the next phase through their own funding and that they have 

applied for LEADER funding which is subject to a maximum of €50,000.  Ms Solon 

explained that blocks of funding is what is needed to complete the development.  

She also advised the members that they are seeking €400,000 in the next two years 

to advance the project.  Mr Mullins informed the members that the residents of 

McAuley Place are very anxious to see the development finished and explained that 

the residents are very enthusiastic about the project and about getting involved.  

Councillor Brett thanked the representatives from McAuley Place for their 

presentation.  

 

     NS03/0517 

Municipal District Road Works 

The municipal district engineer updated the members on the Municipal District Road 

Works.   
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NS04/0517 

Double Yellow Lines at Kilcullen Bridge 

The members considered the Road Traffic Act 1994-Section 38, proposed double 

yellow lines/parking restrictions at Kilcullen Bridge (R448) Co. Kildare.  Councillor 

Power stated that he does not support the proposal and that he had spoken to the 

Kilcullen Community Action Group who are against the proposal of double yellow 

lines.  Councillor O’ Neill stated that she supports Councillor Power and noted that 

she too had spoken to residents in Kilcullen who confirmed that they are against 

double yellow lines at this location. 

Resolved with all members voting against the proposal, the motion was defeated.  

 

NS05/0517 

Kilcullen Road Cycle Scheme Development 

This item was adjourned to the June meeting of the Naas Municipal District. 

 

NS06/0517 

Purchase of Marshalsea Shopping Centre 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore. 

After waiting for a council update on the Marshalsea Shopping Centre for several 

months, when will the Chief Executive inform members of the findings from the most 

recent site visit and his discussions with The National Asset Management Agency 

(NAMA) and if he expects The National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) to offer 

a deal to allow the council  to purchase the unfinished site to protect its outstanding 

credits, finish out or sell the building and advance the interests of the town, the 

community and the existing ratepayers. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Scully. 

 

Mr Morrissey, Director of Service, Roads, Transportation and Public Safety informed 

the members that his team had visited the site to check its condition and the 

possibility of re-opening the carpark facility.  He stated that it is not safe to let 

members of the public into this area and that it would cost a lot of money to make it 

safe for public use.  He informed the members that the plan is to encourage the site 

owners to put the site on the open market.  Mr Morrissey stated that there is nothing 
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holding up the sale of the site other than waiting on the owners to decide if they are 

putting it on the open market. 

 

Councillor Moore queried how developers can use a site that doesn’t conform to the 

councils standards.  He also noted that there are 120 spaces that could be used 

multiple times during the day.  Mr Morrissey stated that users of the carpark are 

using it entirely at their own risk.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Scully that 

the report be noted. 

 

NS07/0517 

Maudlins Avenue Anti-speed Ramp 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Scully. 

That the council immediately reinstate the anti-speed ramp that was removed from 

Maudlins Avenue in front of the new community centre. There is now a significant 

distance between ramps which allows a build up of speed.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the replacement of this ramp is part of a programme of 

works currently at construction stage. 

 

Councillor Scully queried when the ramp would be re-installed.  The municipal district 

engineer informed the members that it is expected that the ramp be re-instated 

within the next couple of weeks but there is no definitive timeframe.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted. 
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NS08/0517 

Naas Inner Relief Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Scully. 

With the recent announcement by the Government for funding for completion of the 

Naas Inner Relief Road, that the council please outline the timelines for the building 

of this vital piece of infrastructure.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the outline timeframe for the construction phase of the 

Naas Inner Relief Road is 12-16 months.   

 

Councillor Scully stated that the motion was misunderstood and that it was not how 

long it will take to build it rather when it will be finished?  He asked now the 

Government have provided funding, when will the diggers be on site?  

 

Mr Morrissey informed the members that the tender process is currently being 

prepared and that it is estimated that it will take 18 months to complete.  He advised 

that he expects the JCB’s to be on the ground within 24 months or earlier if possible 

and it will then be a 12 to 18 month project to complete. 

 

Councillor Breen queried if it is the same plan as 5 to 10 years ago.  Mr Morrissey 

stated that things have moved on from then and that various options have to be 

considered in order to determine the best route but he advised that they will try to 

use already completed road works. 

 

Councillor Moore noted that there is nothing stopping the council from considering a 

different option.  

 

Councillor Scully voiced concerns about the project requiring another Part 8 process. 

Mr Morrissey informed the members that the Roads Department are examining if 

another Part 8 process will be required.  He stated that the Local Infrastructure 

Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) funding is brand new and that it is the route 
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through the racecourse that was considered for the LIHAF funding.  He confirmed 

that the allocated funding is €4.5 million, however the entire project will cost approx 

€10 million.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted. 

 

NS09/0517 

Financial Claim against Marshalsea/NAMA 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore.  

Can the District Manager or Chief Executive indicate if the council has furnished any 

calculated financial claim against Marshalsea/The National Asset Management 

Agency (NAMA) for the loss of a twelve year income from the original public parking 

site, given over in an uncompleted sale to Marshalsea and as yet unpaid and being  

unavailable and beyond use to the Local Authority or general public for that period 

and if not yet done when will it be done? 

 

Mr Morrissey informed the members that Marshalsea are invoiced on a half yearly 

basis on the amount due and advised that he has made it clear at meetings with 

Marshalsea and the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) that the council 

are concerned about recovering the money and are currently considering legal 

proceedings.  Mr Morrissey further confirmed that he has sought legal opinion on 

how outstanding debts to the council can be safeguarded.  

The report was noted.  

 

NS10/0517 

Naas Town Plebiscite  

The members considered changing the Irish language version of Naas Town from 

An Nás to Nás na Ríogh.  The Municipal District Manager advised the members to 

consider the cost involved in changing the name when deciding whether or not to 

proceed with the process as the cost has not been budgeted for in 2017.  If it was 

agreed to proceed, Ms Kavanagh estimated that it could cost in the region of 

€40,000 to €50,000 and stated that there are a couple of additional steps in the 

process. 
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Councillor Moore thanked the District Manager and stated that a national election 

could be imminent and that it would be easy for people to go to the polls regarding 

the plebiscite.  Councillor Moore queried if the cost would be as high if the matter 

was considered in conjunction with a national election as everyone would get two 

papers.  Councillor Moore stated that so much can be done in terms of tourism in 

Naas around the name “Naas of the Kings” and that Naas is a very historic town 

which is a great strength that shouldn’t be ignored.  

 

Councillor Power proposed to begin the process next year with a proper debate and 

a plebiscite in line with local elections in 2019 as this would reduce the costs 

substantially.  

 

Councillor Scully also stated that the expenditure involved in having a plebiscite on 

its own couldn’t be justified. 

 

Councillor Moore clarified that he is not advocating a plebiscite on its own but he 

would like preparations to commence so it could be done in conjunction with the next 

election.  

 

Councillor Brett suggested that the members discuss it amongst themselves and 

revisit the subject at the June monthly meeting. 

 

The Municipal District Manager informed the members that it would be better value 

for money if the plebiscite is in line with a local or general election.  She also 

informed the members that the first step is to issue a public notice inviting written 

submissions.  The Municipal District Manager stated that if the members wished to 

resolve the matter today to put out a public notice then this could be done.  All of the 

members agreed to a public notice being issued.   

Resolved on the agreement of all members, that the plebiscite be placed on the 

agenda for the June municipal district meeting.  In the interim, the Municipal District 

Manager to commence the public consultation process and circulate a list, of 

prescribed bodies that need to be informed, to the members at the June meeting.  
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NS11/0517 

Adoption of revised Standing Orders for the Municipal District of Naas 

The members considered the following agenda item. 

To review the start time of 3:30 p.m. for the Naas Municipal District meetings in 

accordance with Standing Order number five. 

All of the members voted in favour of amending Standing Order item number five of 

the Naas Municipal District as follows: 

The hour of meeting of the municipal district shall be 3.30 p.m. or at such other hour 

as may from time to time be fixed by resolution of the municipal district members.  

The municipal district shall rise not later than 5.30 p.m. 

Resolved on the agreement of all the members that the Standing Order item number 

five be amended. 

 

NS12/0517 

Cabinet for Lord Edward Banner 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen. 

Has the council any plans for providing a special cabinet for the Lord Edward 

banner, so it can be put on display for the public? 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services department informing the 

members that the council has procured a cabinet maker to make the cabinet which 

will be a controlled unit to protect the banner however, in order to proceed further, 

the Facilities section requires more information on where exactly the banner will be 

displayed.  The final cost of the project will be determined by the location of the 

display and the design of the cabinet. 

 

Councillor Breen suggested that the Banner be put in the cabinet in the Town Hall 

Chamber.  

The report was noted.  
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NS13/0517 

Residents Association Grants 

The members consider the Residents Association Grants for the Naas Municipal 

District. 

 

The Municipal District Manager informed the members that when considering the 

Residents Association Grants they must declare if they have any conflicting interests 

and if so, abstain from voting. 

 

Councillor O’ Neill declared that she was involved in a Residence Assocation 

therefore she would abstain.   

 

In response to a query from Councillor Scully, Mr Dunne confirmed that the money 

would be available at the end of June.  

Resolved with eight members agreeing to approve the grant and one member 

abstaining from the vote,  the Residents Association Grants for the Naas Municipal 

District 2017 were approved.  

 

NS14/0517 

Road Sweeping Service 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore. 

Can the District Manager indicate when the council will restart or provide the  

property tax paying householders and residents associations of Naas with an 

essential road sweeping service in those estates on at least two occasions per year, 

to remove over laying seasonal grass shreddings, decaying leaves, vehicle grit 

deposits, climatic dirt and accummulating rubbish that are now hard-packing at kerb 

edges and infilling water gullies? 

 

A report was received from the Environment and Water Services Department 

informing the members that the cleaning of surface water gullies is primarily a matter 

for the District Engineer's office however the Environment section will liaise with the 

municipal district engineer in relation to this matter to consider resources available to 

progress the proposal.  
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Councillor Moore stated that he would have liked the departments to have discussed 

the matter before the meeting and that people used to get a service from sweepers 

in residential areas but now it’s not happening.  Councillor Moore asked the council 

to recognise that there is a problem and asked for a response from the Environment 

section in a month or two.   

The report was noted.  

 

NS15/0517 

Community Heritage Grant Scheme 

The members consider the Community Heritage Grant Scheme allocation for the 

Naas Municipal District. 

 

The Heritage Officer informed the members that 58 applications were received, 

€51,000 was the fund available and that €51,080 was allocated under the grant 

scheme.   

Resolved a vote was taken with the members voting to approve the Community 

Heritage Grant Scheme 2017 for the Naas Municipal District.  

 

NS16/0517 

Naas Local Area Plan 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore. 

That the Chief Executive or Director of Planning guarantee that in order  

to avoid a similar scenario as with the Sallins Local Area Plan (LAP) that no lands 

will be identified in the forthcoming Naas Local Area Plan (LAP) as Community and 

Amenity unless they are already in the council’s ownership or that it is the intention 

of the council to compulsory purchase such lands for these purposes. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Kelly. 

 

A report was received from the Planning and Strategic Development Department 

informing the members that section 19 (2) of the Planning and Development Act 

2000 (as amended) requires that -  

“A local area plan shall be consistent with the objectives of the development plan, its 

core strategy, and any regional spatial and economic strategy that apply to the area 
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of the plan and shall consist of a written statement and a plan or plans which may 

include— 

(a) objectives for the zoning of land for the use solely or primarily of particular areas 

for particular purposes, or 

(b) such other objectives in such detail as may be determined by the planning 

authority for the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which it 

applies, including the objective of development of land on a phased basis and, detail 

on community facilities and amenities and on standards for the design of 

developments and structures”. 

 

The report noted that it is considered wholly appropriate and in accordance with 

proper planning and sustainable development that when preparing a local area plan 

for a town such as Naas which is expected to develop and increase in population 

over the coming years, that policies and objectives are included in the plan for the 

development of open space, community and recreational facilities.  This would 

include the zoning of lands for such uses in appropriate locations.  Existing open 

space, community and recreational lands may be in public, community or private 

ownership and future lands may be acquired by the council and/or community 

groups in variety of ways.  Such acquisition is not exclusively by CPO.  The Sallins 

lands as mentioned in the motion were purchased from the vendors by the council.   

It is therefore not appropriate to tie the zoning of land to the future acquisition of that 

land and by a particular means. 

 

A discussion ensued amongst the members. 

 

Mr Kenny from the Planning Department also informed the members that the 

Planning Department will be working with the members in formulating the new town 

plan and in creating a balanced town to work and live in but also with recreational 

space. 

Councillor Moore noted that when the councillors zoned the Monread area of Naas, 

the council’s planning department advised that they wanted 35 acres in the middle of 

the area and it worked noting that it was a great achievement and that he would like 

a similar approach when it comes to getting land for the community and amenities.  
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Mr Kenny informed the members that other areas such as Celbridge are also looking 

at addressing strategic open spaces and noted that strategic spaces have to be 

considered for the growing population.  

 

Mr Minnock, Director of Services, Planning and Strategic Development Department 

also agreed that the local area plan sets out a marker for the next three plans not 

just for the next six years.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Kelly that the 

report be noted.  

 

NS17/0517 

Community/Local Property Tax (LPT) and Festival Grants 

The members considered the Community/Local Property Tax (LPT) and Festival 

Grants for the Naas Municipal District. 

 

Councillor Callaghan and Councillor Kelly declared conflicts of interest.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Moore the 

members agreed to vote.  With seven members voting in favour, no members voting 

against and two members abstaining from the vote it was agreed to adopt the 

community/Local Property Tax (LPT) and Festival Grants for the Naas Municipal 

District.  

 

NS18/0517 

Pop up Information Booth 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly. 

That the council in co-operation with Kildare Fáilte consider a pop up iinformation 

booth, for Main Street, Naas for the duration of the annual Punchestown racing 

festival. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Callaghan. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Section informing the members that County Kildare Fáilte (CKF) will work closely 

with regional and local stakeholders to identify new tourism infrastructure on a 
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permanent basis and these issues have been addressed through their 2020 Vision 

for Kildare tourism. A presentation on Kildare's Tourism Strategy will be given to 

each municipal district in the coming months. 

 

Councillor Kelly stated that she would welcome a presentation in the next few 

months as it is vitally important for Naas to have a Tourism Office.  

 

Councillor Moore asked the Municipal District Manager if she could recall when 

Kildare Fáilte were offered the use of the town hall but no response to this invitation 

was ever received.  

 

The Municipal District Manager informed the members that Kildare Fáilte now have a 

person based in Áras Chill Dara and that it would require additional resources to 

have someone based in the Town Hall, however she noted that they are in the 

process of taking on a Tourism Information Manager.  The District Manager stated 

that it will probably be September when Kildare Fáilte will speak to the members.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Callaghan that 

a presentation on Kildare's Tourism Strategy by Kildare Fáilte to be given to each 

municipal district in the coming months. 

 

NS19/0517 

Tourism, activities and businesses information available in Town Hall 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen. 

Can the council consider providing general information on tourism, activities, 

businesses etc. to be available to the public in the Town Hall foyer, Naas? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Section informing the members that County Kildare Fáilte (CKF) will work closely 

with regional and local stakeholders to identify new tourism infrastructure on a 

permanent basis and through their 2020 Vision for Kildare Tourism we have 

addressed such issues in detail. A presentation on Kildare's Tourism Strategy will be 

given to each municipal district in the coming months. 

The report was noted.  
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The meeting concluded.  

 

 

 


